Source Evaluation Worksheet

Adapted from Taking A Stand by Irene Clark

Preview

Title – What does the title suggest about the author’s attitude toward the subject?  Can you guess what the article or book is bout simply from the title?

Author – Are you given any background information on the author?  

Publisher and Copyright date – Do you know anything about this publisher?  How recent is the source?

What information is this source likely to provide? Is this a source that will give you background info?  key terms and concepts?  a particular point of view?

What is the controversy?  What are the different positions / opinions involved with this topic?

My opinion on this topic.  What do you think about this topic before reading the source?  Can your opinion be changed?  Is this source likely to change it?

Reading

What is the author’s main point?

What is the main basis of support?

Are there any unsupported statements?

Is adequate information provided?

Are sources adequately documented?

Are the sources reliable?

Does the author use any ambiguous or undefined terms?

Does the author use any inflammatory examples?

What has the author omitted?

Pick a few quotes that may be helpful in your paper as support or for counterargument:

